
Ma#hew	  Cutler-‐Welsh	  
New	  Build	  &	  Design	  Manager	  



Agenda 

1.  1,000 Assessments 
2.  Value 
3.  Stories 



Fit for Purpose? 



Homestar Ratings are Going to Skyrocket… 
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6 5 or more dwellings  
Minimum 6 Homestar rating 

Consent 39,000 dwellings in 3 years 

Sept 2013 to Oct 2014:   9,000 

by Oct 2015 :       14,000 

by Oct 2016 :       16,000 

1,000 

2014-2015 



Homestar Ratings are Going to Skyrocket… 
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Homestar Ratings are Going to Skyrocket… 



GHBs achieving 

Auckland Unitary Plan 



DISTRICT PLAN REVIEW 



What about Wellington? 



Why ?  

Building Code sets the 
bare minimum and 

there are [no plans to 
change that].  

 
Hon Nick Smith SHS June 2014 

Why we need Homestar 



Mareanui Napier 

“Cold damp homes are no place for New 
Zealanders. We want to put them in the 
six-star properties we have here” John Key 
May 2014 



Not Just the District Plan... 

2,000 Exemplar homes 

Required 

! 



Premium,	  Value	  and	  Demand	  

=10%	  premium	  

Cer0fica0on	  =	  9%	  premium	  
=	  $38,000	  

Half	  Star	  =	  1.9%	  premium	  
=$4,500	  



How to Achieve 6 Homestar 

Orientate 
Insulate 
Ventilate 

Taps and toilets 
Waste 

Materials 



Credit Summary 

48%	  

15%	  

9%	  

8%	  

12%	  

8%	  



Hobsonville	  Point	  



Christchurch	  Units	  

Homestar Recommendations 



Home Innovation Village, 
Christchurch 

 



Kupe	  St	  



Amazing	  Retrofit	  Case	  Study	  



What	  do	  you	  need	  from	  us?	  

Brochures 

Checklists 

Introductions 
Forum 

Website links Online project 

management 

Process maps 
Tool improvements 

Up skilling 



Coming Up… 

•  Healthy Home Guide: Dana.Alexander@nzgbc.org.nz  

•  Green Rooms 
–  Auckland: 14th August 

–  Wellington: 21st August 

–  Christchurch: 28th August 

•  Training 
–  Christchurch: 29th – 30th September 

–  Auckland: 15th – 16th October 



Summary 

1.  1,000 Assessments 
2.  Value 
3.  Tell us your story 



Housing Warrant of Fitness 

•  Lots of groups involved 

•  Separate from MBIE / HNZC 

•  NZ needs only one tool 

•  Not a scale 

•  Trial for rental market 

•  Ultimately needs to be mandatory 



Insulation and 
Heating 

Moisture and Ventilation 

WoF Categories 



Sanitation and 
Plumbing 

Safety and  
Security 

WoF Categories 
 



Electricity  and Water 
Supply 

Structural soundness 

WoF Categories 



P	   F	   Kitchen	  &	  Laundry	   	   1	   2	   3	   4	   +	   Bedrooms	  
	   	   Wall	  and	  ceiling	  linings,	  and	  floor	  intact	   	   P	   F	   P	   F	   P	   F	   P	   F	   P	   F	   	  
	   	   Surfaces	  clear	  of	  mould	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Opening	  window,	  with	  latch	  
	   	   Functioning	  stove	  and	  oven	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Window	  stays	  (if	  required)	  
	   	   Effective	  ventilation	  to	  the	  outside	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Wall/ceiling	  linings	  intact	  
	   	   Adequate	  food	  preparation	  and	  storage	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Surfaces	  clear	  of	  mould	  
	   	   Working	  artificial	  lighting	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Working	  artificial	  light	  
	   	   Potable	  water	  supply	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Safe	  power	  &	  light	  switches	  
	   	   Hot	  water	  temperature	  at	  tap	  (55°C	  ±5°C)	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Smoke	  alarm	  within	  3	  m	  
	   	   Waste	  water	  drainage	  with	  sound	  connection	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Curtains/drapes	  present	  
	   	   Visibly	  safe	  power	  outlets	  and	  light	  switches	   P	   F	   Entrance	  
	   	   Secure	  storage	  (1.2	  m	  high	  or	  child-‐safe	  lock)	   	   	   Address	  clearly	  labelled	  and	  identifiable	  
P	   F	   Bathroom	  &	  Toilet	   	   	   	   Securely	  locking	  door(s)	  
	   	   Wall	  and	  ceiling	  linings,	  and	  floor	  intact	   	   	   	   Working	  light	  
	   	   Surfaces	  clear	  of	  mould	   	   P	   F	   Ceiling	  
	   	   Operational	  toilet	  	   	  	   	   	   Insulation	  to	  requirements	  (120	  mm)	  
	   	   Sewage	  connection	  functional	   	   	   	   No	  gaps,	  tucks,	  or	  folds	  
	   	   Functioning	  bath	  or	  shower	  	   	   	   	   No	  dampness	  in	  insulation	  
	   	   Effective	  ventilation	  to	  the	  outside	   	   	   	   Clearance	  from	  lights,	  ducts	  and	  roof	  
	   	   Waste	  water	  drain	  connected	   	   	   	   Thermoplastic	  insulated	  cabling	  
	   	   Working	  artificial	  lighting	   	   P	   F	   Under	  Floor	  
	   	   Visibly	  safe	  power	  outlets	  and	  light	  switches	   	   	   	   Insulation	  to	  requirements	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ☐	  Foil	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ☐	  Bulk	  
P	   F	   Living	  Areas	   	   	   	   Dry	  underfloor	  
	   	   Wall	  and	  ceiling	  linings,	  and	  floor	  intact	   	   	   	   Ground	  vapour	  barrier	  
	   	   Surfaces	  clear	  of	  mould	   	   	   	   No	  ponding	  
	   	   Working	  artificial	  lighting:	   	   P	   F	   General	  
	   	   • Living,	  lounge,	  dining	   	   	   	   Envelope	  in	  reasonable	  repair	  and	  weather	  tight	  	  
	   	   • Hallway	   	   	   	   No	  cracks,	  holes	  in	  roof	  
	   	   • Stairs	  (switch	  at	  each	  end)	   	   	   	   No	  cracks,	  holes	  in	  external	  cladding	  
	   	   • Other	   	   • 	  • 	  No	  cracks,	  holes	  or	  missing	  panes	  in	  windows	  
	   	   Visibly	  safe	  power	  outlets	  and	  light	  switches	   	   • 	  • 	  Spouting	  and	  stormwater	  functioning	  and	  not	  leaking	  
	   	   Window	  security	  stays	  (where	  required)	   	   • 	  • 	  Structurally	  sound	  
	   	   Heating,	  fixed,	  effective	  and	  safe	  	   kW	   	   • 	  • 	  Glass	  doors	  include	  visibility	  strips	  
	   	   Opening	  window	  (each	  area)	  with	  secure	  latch	   	   • 	  • 	  Handrails	  and	  balustrades	  to	  code	  
	   	   Curtains/drapes	  present	   	   	   	   Non-‐potable	  water	  labelled	  

	   	   Paths,	  decks	  and	  surfaces	  non-‐slippery/free	  from	  moss	  
	  



Housing Warrant of Fitness 

•  Successful trial, 144 houses across 5 
councils 

•  Most houses passed most of the criteria 

•  With small fixes, 36% would pass 

•  Now what?... 


